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Authority in ths Vicht l'inh

1. o Cui Uinh, a membor of the Commnist Party of Indochina (PCI}, is the chief
Sommunict leader in Southeast Asia. OSince the invasion of South China by the
Chinese Communists, Ho has bean in close centact with the internationsl Com-
maist Party leadership, not only in matters concerning intelligonce but alse
in the exchange of missions#.

n

Ho exorcises the highest authority in the Viot liinh regime and enjoys groat
narsonal prestige. [l is in good health and has not bean sericusly 131 since
the begimning of hostilities in Indochina in 19L6. lo superviszs resistance
operations in Viet llam in goeneral and activitics of the PCI in narticular.,

o alsc makes many major military decisieons. Ve liguyen Glap, Commander-ine
Chief of tie Viet iinh army, actuvally ranks third to Ho Chi Itinh and Dang
fuan fhu in the Vizt 'inh rogime.

3., o also controls the activitios of the Viet Iiinh Tong~bo, the central com-
mittee of the PCI. 1lis beok, cdifications of Jorking [othods, nubliched

) wrler the pseudonym . Y. 2., is used as a guide for all can-bo (instructors).
The following incividuals, assisted by zone and provinciol delegzatzs, are

csponsibla for the activities of the PCI:

Dang Xvan e, aka Truong Chinh Sceretary of the Dang-bo {privuite
organization of thoe “’I}

Jrayen Van Jinh, aka Da linh,
aka 'Jizh 2ao Tong

Hoans "uwoe Virh, ake Ua Ba Cang

do Tuy Giap

o Tong-bo nombers who have ac:epted posibions iun the Ho Chi Zinh Gcr*x‘?mem,
ro:fk i'or the PII at the same time. Tong-bo 1 cnburg, including Dan: Xuan

and Pham VonOong, Vien President {"the o Chi "Haoh Covernment, behave hu.ﬁﬂ ¥
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before llo and speak to him with the greatest dofercnce. Only a fow perso
including some clder can-bo, speak to him an an equal.:: A1l political
questions wnich the Tong-bo members camnot solve are rolcrrad to ilo. o
relies heavily on the advico of Le Gian, head of ths Viei linh Security
Services, and on Vo lguyen CGiap,

A1l levels of PCT orpanization, like the Tong~-bo, arc directly conirolled by
the can-bo. Zlections have been held since 1947, contrary te the Cormer
arbiuvrary nethod of nominating erganization chiefs, and the position of
aecratary of each organization is assigned to can-bo who enjoy the coniidence
of the majority. although the Directing Commithee of a proup of cells, or
intergroup, may contelin ong or more high-level Communist Party can-bo, cases
exist in which the Direeting Comnities rotains control of the cell and the
can=-no meraly act as advisors.

In the lo Ghi Iinh CGovermment scrvices, however, behind-ihew-gcomes coabrol

is evidant, Since the policy of the govermment has become openly pro-Commnish,
Cormminist can-be have been assigned to the presidency of the administrative

and Resistance Committees of canton level and above. Thase can-bo control,
direstly or indirectly, the work of the commitiees,

In these government ssrvieces headed by a non-Comminist, who has boen appointed
for polibical or technical reasons, conbrol is exercisad by tha Cormumist
can=bo in the various sections ¢f the service. The non-Commmist head is
actually a figurchead with no authority, even in such routine mabtiters o
orgaaizing the daily routine of his persamwel,_ If he 2xpresses any Adise
satisfaction with this strict control, h2 is removed frowm his Dosibion. s

low Viet Tlinh Headquarters .rea

wen Freneh forces attacked Phu Tho in &ums.)‘c. 1950, the headouarters of the
lio Chi Jlin Goverament was moved 50 or 60 kilometors to the nordhsast in
order to prevent a Lorge-scale French attack in the Viet Rac Inte:r ‘,vl,tofo A
small liaison group still exists at thse old headquarters to carry on relatively
mimportant rousine work. ’

5

fe

5 probable, for the following reasons, that the governwent has returned
its former headquarters:

A7
to
ay  In osder to keep the nove secret, can-bo and r"ov-')ﬂ;ruﬁ; versonnel wore
forced Lo cut down trueu and bulld their om homes in the naw site.
QY ConsSequey provide inadequate shelter it would ba very
Thig quertly 3 ! deq helter and it would i A
ficult to find sulficient laborers at the now site to baild o head.
quarters comparable to the old one,

b) The orovision of food at the now site roguires too much time, It wounid
take several months, Curing which tiwe headquarters personns: .,soula have
to live on rice and selt, to clear the forest and plant vegetables. The
forasr headquarters wus supplied by vepotubles froa ite own o

~dan.

¢
-
s

In aarly _up() the Tong-beo assumad direct contrel over thoe )
in 1 ';ne Torth ¥ist Yam Intersectors, The Intersectors, wilch wore
rmmlf on an interscdiate lovel, ars to be graduclly abolished. Be-
caus: of the distance of the new he sadoguarters from Interacehors TIT and
17, vich can be reached only by travel over 50 kilometors o small
traiis, the 'Snncf-b) cennot directly conbrol the administration of the
Provinces. Iricr to the French atback, the Tong-ho headyesriors was
six ldlometers away ané separated by o strean from the govarnmend

s

wadiuartars

"'a
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Discord Jithin the Viet (livh

4ith one or Gwo exceptions, no scrious disagreement exists ameng upper echelon
“oamunist leaders in the Viet Ilinh., This is probably the resvli of wheir
proximity to ilo Chi !'inh's beadquerters, their isolation in the jungle and the
fast thet th:ir jobs ave primarily administrative, in vhich they have little
contacy with neopice llo Communist can~bo of zone level or higher have been
discharged, although some have boen demoted, as was General lguyeu Binh.
General Hguyon Son was summoned before the Tong-bo for censurc. Tean Tuy
Lisu was discharged {(sic). ‘

In iy 1943, a dispute arose between Hguyen Son and Yo lguyen Gizp on the
aglon of ~fficer promotion. lguyen Son rofused his promotion to (oneral
digade asz a protest againct Giap's promotion to General of the \ray Corps.
is extrevely proud of his military expurience and his participation in
Chinese Jowmriist Long MNarch. Although Son probably scknevlsdzes Ciapts
LIty as a wilisary leader, he has on cccasion been openly contempbucus of
Giap.,

Discord is fairly common amons can~bo on the zone lavel and below and is
generally based on personal interest, jealousy and compebtition Tor important
positions. These can-bo are cquick to expose their associates wao use their
of’icial pogitions o profit from crimes such as larceny, extortion, murder
or smuggzling. Dang Uinh Gien, Dircctor of the sececurity organization in
Intersector 1II, and Deng Trar Dzuong, Chizf of the Hanam (106-53, 11-57)
Security Jervice, were engaied in assassination for gold. anethor o ale ia
the thelt of six million piasters involving Colenel Pron Usu Chau and the
chiaf of the milinary supply sorviec,

@

Alchough Titoism xs not active at present among Vict I'inh leaders, oven
highe-lovel conebo of vhe PCI have expressed aporehension sbout the yuturs of
the resistance movement if s Chi Jinh should die, They ace nob worried
about the continuation of the fight against the French, bub about imbernal
dissension in the PCY resulbtin: from lack of diseinline amongz the Communist
can-bo.  Prohable dofectors from the Vied "inh, given tha nroper onnoytunity,
apra lipuyen Bunh, guyen Son, Tran Van Giau, finis Lion, and

U yer zah Tean, TlHinister of “duecation.

llo Chi Tinh is himsel! aware of this situation and in order to presorve unity
in the PCT alter his death preposed the =levation of Dang Xuan XKhu o the
sideney.  Jhen this nomination was rejested, he proposed Pham Van Dong.
wags also rejected and llo was forced to content himsell with Phan Van
as Viee Praosident. Those vho were wnarre of the stritezy behind iots
osal believed that Ho opposed their election, fesling that they lacksd
cient populw suppert. It is customary, houever, Dor a Commu
mcecessor before his death, and to secure uis pozition with
wopaganda gned for public consumption. 3ince K and Jong ara woll
known Be the population, the appointment of either as president would have
aovoked no publie ebjestions. loreover, llo would have rebained the re
of the U al .osaroly, while Xim or “Jonz would only i
ol the Cowngil. It is probable, therefore, that in spi
ovar the groun, lHo!'s proposal. was overruted by the Tong-ho

o~ ]

abvitude of Viet Mnh Leaders Toward Comrmaist. China

Tha Chinese Commmisis are regarded as saviers by the Viet (dnh, baecause their
vicbory over the Chinose Hationalists in Scuth Chine released the

from 15 isolated position botwaen the Chinese Jaticpalist and Fr
3acause of its long years of experience in fighting the Chinese i
OB in Dorth Viet Tlam consider the Chinasz Jommwnish D
modal, 3inee early 1930, articles such as W0 Tse-tunz's Coucepts

¥
Ty
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hare been studied and comparad with the doctrines of llarx and Tenin in the
tralidng of high-lovel political can-bo at the Uguyen A1 Mioc 3shool, the

political training school of the PCI.

Chinese Commmist aid to the Viet Ilinh has boen discussed singe eaviy 1350,

not, oniy by the can-bo, who neturally welcome this aid, bub by tho poovle as

a vhole, In sarly 1950, thousands of people from the delta and highlands arecs
worked on the repair of roads and bridges for the transport of Chinese Cowmrie
nist ames and ammunition to the Viet Ilinh., The two main roads used by the
Chinesa are “he lla Giang-Tuyen Nuang-Thai llguyen road and the Cac DBang-lac
Kan-Thai Ugwron »oade Ten airfislds are being built in the Viet Dac indorsocdor
for the use of Chinese Communist cargo planes.

slthough all of the Viet Uinh leaders hope for incressed arms aid, nome of

the major Viet liinh officials want the active participation of Chiness Comma-
nist troops in the ight against the French. Generals Hguyen Sen and Te Thistk
Iung (Vguyen Thiet IMung), who have spent some time in China with the Chdinese
Hationalist «sad Chinese Commnists, are particulsrly opposcd to the cntrance
of Chinesc Commnist troops. Thay fesl that it would be Giffisuit to expel
thoe Chinese cace Chinsse Commnilst troops were commiited to Viet lam.

Viet ifnh losders who have spent some time in China and monbers of missicius

recenboy returned from China state thal the population in
Shine suil'ering Crom a shortsze of food and thabt bt

whore, The Goiuece Communists can provide weapons, but have no surplus food
to send, sven if the viet llinb desired it. As for technical advisors, the
Chinese Commmists can provide only military instructors. Uilitary cngi
or sciembists would bave to come from the Soviet Uniom or ibs Zast Suropesn
satellites,

Attitude of Uizt Tiiuh Leaders Toward the Bao Dai CGovornment

collaborato

The Communisis are little concorned with biose victnomese who onenly
with the Prench, but they repard anti-Viet I'ink Vistnamese naticr
dangerous enciies. Pac Dal is seldom mentioned among Viet Thinmh e 2 FOr
propegenda purposes he is naturally ealled a traitor and a puppot, bubt privately
thoy admit that he is not a man to sell his country for monzy or ositior.
Althceugh this could weaken the Viet I'inh nosition, Viet Ifinh leaders fenl thet
Baec Dal has reither the support of the people mor sufficient exparicrce in
resistance welthods, They fear, however, that the international sitvohion is
sorking to Beo Dai's advantage and that soomer or later the Fronch will be
forced to gremt Viet ifam its independence, proving to the naople that
is neither a sraitor nor a puppetb.

-ibtitude of vieh LHnh Leaders Yoward the Urvited tates

bon the Chinese ationalists were defeated in China, Viet Uich lead:zrs boe
lieved the athenbion of the United States would be centoered on Jostern Fur
This theory was played up in propaganda issucd by Tran Jon Odau sl

assence of e Chi Dinh's birthday message pubiished in Cuu “uoe 8354

RIS

pectle to celobrate V-day on his birthday, 19 lay 1950.7

United States interest in Viet llan became cbvious after the appointmerd
preminent individual as Ambassador to Viet lam. Direeting his re e
several important non-Commnists in the Viet Jinh, a merbor of the Tonr-bo

waxned that "United Jiatcs intervontion in viet lam kas alfocted the guiric
of certain high-ranking can-bo," It bas actually forced a revision of” Vicw

irh poliecy en all icevels.
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22, The group most avfected by United States policy in Vist lam is  the opporbunisis
i the PCI, including the mandarins and inteilectuals recantly admitted, vwhao
compose the majority of POI membership. United States policy ailso o i
ar. incentive for high-ranking non-Communist can-bo and tonds to sbe
poeint of view, Their wealmess lies in the fact that they do nobt be
their ability to carry on the nationslist struggle and consequent.
real sclidarity. They are therefore easy to bribe and in any evoent
rally tc Beo Dai if the proper opportunity wore presonted, because of the
unfavorable atiitude of the o Chi Mnh Governmsnt toward non-Cerumnists,

23, In crder to nrevent pessimisn from spreading among the nopulation, especially
altcr se much false propagaads, llo Chi liinh appealed to the people to be
patient, IHe offten compared the rasistance to a long road on vhich the obatacles
become greater as the traveler nears his roal.

25X1A Comrent.. *c reports on the pressnce of an inter- 25X1A

naticral mission at lo Chi ilinh headquarters.

X

25X1A !,Cozmen"b@ This refers only to the choice of words used in Viet
namese for addrzssing persons of various socisl lovels.,

25X1A Jediie F‘Sommen ° _ b eontains a list of non-Commirist of.. 25X1A
i

cials in the ilo Chi Iinh Government.
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